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CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
International Conference on “Disability as Spectacle”  |  13-14 April 2017

UCLA Meyer and Renee Luskin Conference Center  |  Los Angeles, California

Keynote Addresses: ROSEMARIE GARLAND-THOMSON, Professor of English & Bioethics at Emory University, 
DJ KURS, Artistic Director for Deaf West Theatre and 

KAREN NAKAMURA, Robert and Colleen Haas Distinguished Chair in Disability Studies and 
Professor of Anthropology at the University of California, Berkeley

UCLA’s Disability Studies program announces a two-day conference on Disability as Spectacle (April 13-14, 2017).  Disability’s 
representation in current popular culture, academic discourse, and political rhetoric raises important questions about how dis-
ability is depicted and which disabilities are excluded or rendered invisible in this new cultural landscape.  How does our cur-
rent moment’s heightened awareness of disability produce benefits and/or disadvantages in other social, political, or econom-
ic spheres? The conference theme encourages scholars, practitioners, artists, and activists to think critically about disability’s 
representations and invites them to share ideas about the future of disability rights and Disability Studies as this historically 
marginalized community continues to make advances in mainstream culture.
This conference aims to stimulate a discussion around how society constructs, reacts, and embraces or rejects visible and invis-
ible disabilities in the public sphere.  As representations change in popular and political culture, scholars, practitioners, artists, 
and activists will need to confront a changing milieu in which (some) disabilities are de-stigmatized while others are prevented 
from participation.
The film and television industry’s role in disability’s changing status makes Los Angeles an ideal location to reflect upon disabil-
ity as spectacle.

The conference may cover such important topics as:
sIntersection of disability and new media sVisible versus invisible disability in TV, film, print media, and sports
sDisability narrative as literary genre  sCritique of the contemporary ‘freak show’
sInclusive/exclusive forms of public art sRole of technology in facilitating visibility and invisibility
sTheorizing new forms of ‘seeing’ disability sThe spectacle of the ‘super crip’
sExamining dynamics of ‘the gaze’ or ‘the stare’ when disability meets dance and performance art

STUDENTS, COMMUNITY MEMBERS, ACTIVISTS, ARTISTS, PRACTITIONERS, ADVOCATES, AND ALLIES - LOCAL, NA-
TIONAL, INTERNATIONAL - ARE ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CONFERENCE. Forms of submission include: 
individual papers, preconstituted panels, workshops, working groups, and performances. We strongly encourage panels that 
bring together various perspectives and experiences, such as panels featuring practitioners in dialogue with scholars, artist 
practitioners, and activists.
The registration fees for the conference are $40.00 (USD) for faculty; $25.00 (USD) for students and community members. For 
additional information, please see the conference website: http://www.ugeducation.ucla.edu/dsconference/

CONFERENCE TIMELINE
July 15, 2016: DEADLINE for Abstracts
September 1, 2016: Conference participants notified of proposal status
November 1, 2016: Conference registration opens (All conference presenters must register by November 15, 2016)
April 13-14, 2017: Conference in Los Angeles

For additional information and abstract submission, please contact us at dsconference@college.ucla.edu  
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